


The Grants That Keep On Gving

Cindy Benson understands the power of Hastings Public
Schools Foundation grants. This 18-year HHS chemistry
teacher and the Science Department have been awarded HPSF
grants each of the past five years, ranging from Smart Board
technology to “Making It Cool: The Unofficial Top 10 Things You
Can Do To Stop Global Warming”.

These teachers understand that these truly are the “grants
that keep on giving”. New technologies such as Smart Boards,
LCD projectors and laptops have been used every day. Just
think: 11 teachers x 140 students per teacher over the past
five years. But the impact is not just about hardware or “fancy”
tools. It is about students utilizing the tools of today to prepare
for the future. It is about creative teaching and successful
learning.

According to Benson, “The gift of Smart Board technology
has greatly enhanced our science classrooms. Our teachers
have been able to bring much more information to students
in a manner that ‘speaks’ to them. The benefit for students
is endless. This technology will continue to evolve and we
will continue to develop better ways of using it to present
our material in a way that is interesting and exciting for our
students”.

In 2005, Benson was featured in the inaugural issue of
Momentum and noted that a benefit of the grant-accessed
technology was staff collaboration and sharing of technical
skills. She said, “Knowing the Foundation could not fund
all of the department’s desires, we were encouraged to find
additional grant sources. The initial success in receiving Smart
Boards from HPSF created a common goal for us to pursue
other ways to obtain this important teaching tool. It is as if
HPSF seeded the idea and we went further with it".

Not all of the Science Department grants have been about
technology. “HPSF encourages teachers to think creatively
about ways to provide new and innovative ways to teach”,
according to Benson. One grant awarded to Benson covers
a class subscription to “E Magazine”, an environmental
publication. Several other department members have also used
the magazines. With the publication, Benson has implemented
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several different reading strategies. This led to bringing

in a specialist who gave ideas on how to incorporate

more reading into a discipline that is not accustomed to
promoting a lot of reading. As with other grants that HPSF
has awarded, this example is one that has been so successful
that Benson plans to reapply for grant funding to continue the
subscription.

When asked about the impact of the Foundation, Benson
offers, “The Foundation is amazing and yet humbling at the
same time. When | stop to think about all the wonderful people
involved in this organization, it truly gives me chills. This group
believes in education so passionately that they continue to
support us with encouragement and funding. They literally
make dreams come true. | am inspired to be a better teacher
because of the support we've received from HPSF”. As a result
of experiencing the power of HPSF grants, a majority of the HHS
Science Department teachers are active donors to HPSF.

Power is fueled by creativity, enthusiasm and energy. The
HHS Science Department grant awards have almost made them
“atomic” as they challenge and inspire students every day.
Power does not always have a big price tag — just ask a teacher.
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Organizations such as Hastings Public Schools
Foundation are usually a two-pronged effort — receiving
donations from generous donors, and awarding grant
money to excited requestors. To allow our donors to feel a
bigger part in the work of the Foundation, we have a number
of ways for our financial supporters to experience the thrill of a
“What If?" grant.

One of the most incredible parts of awarding grants to
innovative educators is when the grant is officially presented
to the recipient. It comes as a total surprise, generally in the
teacher’s classroom, heralded by the sound of approaching
trumpets. The sound has become instantly recognizable — either
a grant is on its way to the teacher or to a colleague close by.
Either way, there is excitement and anticipation in the air. As
the Foundation group enters the classroom, the teachers know
that their request has been granted and their dream will soon
be realized. It is perhaps one of the most affirming parts of
the work of the Foundation — seeing an educator’s emotional
response to the generosity of a community. There are cheers
and tears — from the teacher, the students and the Foundation
presenters. YOU can be a part of this exciting day.

Another wonderful way for our supporters to experience first-
hand their dollars at work is to attend the public presentation
that occasionally comes as a result of the grant. One such
event was a result of four educators asking “What If?" we
could Bring Music to Life: String Quartet Residency Program”.
Mary Ellen Fox, Andrea Scheuzger, Margaret Cox and Sarah
Lockwood, all active in the Hastings orchestra program,
envisioned the impact of having a professional strings quartet
work directly with their students and encouraging them to
practice hard and enjoy the results of their efforts. Words of
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motivation and inspiration came from the musicians to the
students. The grant experience was capped off by a morning
concert for students and community members to enjoy. This
and other such public showings such as dramatic presentations,
cultural experiences, and lectures are often a vital part of the
grant.

Our donors have a unique role in the life of the Foundation,
not only as financial contributors, but also as encouragers to
their children by asking them about experiencing a grant at
work in their classrooms and by acknowledging the innovation
of the teachers who take the time and effort to dream big and
request a grant.

If you would like to experience first-hand the presentation
of the grants in January 2010, please contact the Foundation
office and you will be notified once the date, time and place
have been established. You will be energized and affirmed
in your support of the Foundation by attending one of these
events.

Yiews & Flotes

Annual Report
The HPSF 2008 annual report can be found at www.
hastingspsf.org under the “Our News" heading.

Grant Applications

The 2010 Grant applications are due December 4, 2009. The
recipients will be announced in January 2010. For information
on how to apply for a grant, go to www.hastingspsf.org.

Donating to the Foundation

If you have a project or event that you'd like to do to benefit
the Foundation, please call the HPSF office at (651) 480-4989
to share your ideas. If you're interested in making a monetary
donation to the Foundation, you can do this online at www.
hastingspsf.org or simply send your donation to the Foundation
office.



