Hastings Public School Foundation awardsfirst educator grants

By Ben Ganje

Star Gazette managing editor

I n a time when money for
education is as plentiful as
water in a desert, 12 Hastings
educators were given a chance
to create an oasis for their stu-
dents.

And it is only the beginning.

Hastings Public  School
Foundation — a nonprofit
group funded by private dona-
tions, not tax dollars — award-

ed nine grants totaling $10,000
to teachers in the Hastings
school district Tuesday morn-
ing.

For the teachers, who did not
know they were selected before
being presented the award, it
meant a chance to create a new
opportunity for their students.
Some planned to buy guided
reading books; others will cre-
ate programs that encourage
and reward Kindness.

The grant recipients were
culled from a list of 28 appli-

HPSF WINNERS

Teacher(s) — School

— Program —Project

Lorraine Thompson,
Julie Lindquist-Peine

Pinecrest Elementary
Literature Circles

Michelle Thompson

Community Education

Early Childhood Family
Education

Early Learning Math and
Literacy

Rosemary Tarnowski
High school

Family & consumer science

Fetal Alcohol Syndrome
and Effect

Rochelle Nielsen,

Timothy Hasty Bambanek

High school Spanish
Celebrating Cultural
Diversity through National

Hispanic Heritage Month

¢ Cindy Oppold

i High school math
Building Kaleidoscopes

Michael Fridgen

Pinecrest Elementary
Music
iPod Listening Project

i Susan Hames,
i Marilyn Tennessen

McAuliffe Elementary
A Holiday Tradition

Julie Malm

McAuliffe third grade
i Guided Reading Books
i and Literacy Center Materials

Dennis Rickert

McAuliffe fifth grade
i Youth Frontiers — Kindness
i Retreat

cants requesting more than
$54,000.

For  Michael Fridgen,
Pinecrest Elementary music
teacher, the grant is the oppor-
tunity to use technology in cre-
ating a new learning experi-
ence.

“It's so fantastic that (the
Foundation) recognizes that
music is so important,” he said.

The sixth-year teacher creat-
ed a curriculum to teach the
foundations of music while
appealing to students’ taste —
a battle music teachers have
dealt with for years, he said.
Now, he can teach kids the
same basic principles of music
whether they listen to Mozart
or Dolly Parton.

After creating the program,
using iTunes by Macintosh, he
encountered another problem:
There is no way to allow up to
30 students to listen to differ-
ent selections at the same time.

This foundation grant will
solve that problem, he said.

Fridgen will use it to buy 15
Macintosh iPods, a portable,
programmable music player.
The program will not only
teach music concepts, his new
program will teach students to
be more educated listeners
and, thus, more educated
music consumers.

“We need to create more
sophisticated listeners, who
will demand a higher quality of
music,” he said.

Private money, public
mission

The Foundation was estab-
lished in 1997 to create funds
for projects and programs out-
side the realm of tax dollars. By
November 2004, foundation
organizers expect their fund-
raising to reach $1 million.

The group will keep a large
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Trumpeters from Pinecrest Elementary accompanied Hastings Public School
Foundation officials as they awarded nine grants to teachers Tuesday morning
across the district. They are: (from right) Tricia Wagner, Tiffany Thurmes, Chris Tejeda,
and Jessica Murphy. Superintendent Tim Collins is in the background.

balance invested to continue
accruing interest. Each year, it
will give out 5 percent of the
principle in grants. This year, it
gave out $10,000 to test the
system.

This was the trial run,
according to Hastings school
board member Leslie Nielsen,
who is also a founding board
member of the HPSF. She said
this process is only the begin-
ning.

“We hope to reach $1 million
and keep going,” she said.

After this year, she expects
interest to grow.

“As you can see from the
applications, there is profound

interest in the grant,” she said.
“We expect more next time
around.”

‘Keeping cost down’

When the entourage of pre-
senters — including
Superintendent Tim Collins
and four trumpet players from
Pinecrest Elementary —
bounced around to rooms on
Tuesday, the teachers did not
know what was coming.

The last stop of the day was
the Early Childhood Family
Education Center in Westview
Center.
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Elementary music
teacher Michael
Fridgen reacts to the
news he received a
grant.





