
Hastings Star Gazette2 A September 14, 2006

New machines
aid in voting

People with disabilities now
have a more accessible way to
vote in Hastings. Utilizing fed-
eral grant money, the city has
recently purchased several
AutoMARK voting machines.

The Help America Vote Act of
2002 (HAVA) required govern-
ments to implement plans to
increase independence for vot-
ers with disabilities.

There will be an A u t o M A R K
machine at each polling place,
including one at City Hall, for
the purpose of casting absentee
ballots. Anyone can use the
machines to vote.

AutoMARK machines are
not vote tabulators. Once the
ballot is filled out using a
machine, the voter will still
need to place the ballot into the
electronic counters. 

AutoMARK machines
include a wide variety of fea-
tures that could be beneficial to
voters. The biggest advantage
the new machines offer is a
summary page before the bal-
lot is marked. The summary
page allows the voter to review
and make sure their votes are
in the right place.

For people with sight impair-
ments, there is a zoom feature
that increases the size of the
text on the ballot. There will
also be a headphone jack so
people can listen to ballot
choices and control buttons
labeled with Braille. 

There is also a contrast func-
tion that will adjust the bal-

ance of black and white on the
page. In addition, the machines
will be equipped with touch
screens to make the actual
selection process easier.

Another interesting feature
is the machine’s ability to alert
the voter if they have “under-
voted” or “overvoted.” For

example, if there are multiple
races and a voter only votes in
one of them, the machine will
alert them and ask if they wish
to vote on the other issues.
C o n v e r s e l y, if someone votes
for both candidates in a two-
person race, the machine will
again alert the voter.

Help America Vote A c t
requires government
to provide machines

By Keith Gra u m a n
Star Gazette staff writer
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New AutoMARK machines w e re available for the
p r i m a ry election Tuesday in Hastings.

animals, Salter said they were
scared and subdued. 

One man they met in the city
stayed behind and took care of
all of his neighbors’ d e s e r t e d
animals. He went a week with-
out food for himself, but still
managed to feed and look after
a variety of animals.

“I don’t know how he did it,”
Salter said. “He must have
been very scared.”

About once a week a van
would leave New Orleans
bound for Hastings, carrying a
load of animals to be delivered
to Animal Ark. Then the
process would start all over
a g a i n .

When the animals arrived in
Hastings many of them went to
foster homes, which eventually
became permanent homes.
About 50 of them were reunit-

ed with their owners.
Salter was present at a

reunion of 11 animals with
their owners and said while the
people were “all in tears,” it
was the animals’ reactions that
surprised her.

“Some animals were in shock
until they saw their owners
and then their personalities
really came out,” said Salter.

One dog and two cats are

still at the shelter from the
group found after Katrina and
are in need of a home.

In order to better prepare for
the future, Animal Ark, along
with Best Friends, has been
put on a national registry of
organizations willing to help
out with animal rescues in the
wake of natural disasters.

Every Saturday leading up
to the event, Troy Brummund
from Uptown Fitness would set
up the equipment used in
S a t u r d a y ’s competition behind
Uptown Fitness for the local
strongmen to train.

“It was really positive train-
ing with the other people from
Hastings,” Rymer said.

The support among competi-
tors was obvious from the start
of the first event. When some-
one appeared to be struggling,

words of encouragement were
shouted from the group of wait-
ing competitors. 

“How bad do you want it?”
“ You got this!”
Ryan O’Malley, a heavy-

weight from Hastings, got into
strongman competitions as a
combination of his interest in
football and weightlifting. He
competed last year among a
much smaller pool of contest-
a n t s .

“Last year I got second, but

there were only two heavy-
weights,” O’Malley said. He
was excited for the challenge of
facing four people this year.

Another addition to this
y e a r’s contest was two strong-
women competing against each
o t h e r. 

Beth Thompson of Cannon
Falls and Amanda Wilfer of
Clintonville, Wis., held their
own on the asphalt, gaining the
strongest crowd support of any
contestant. 

Unlike last year, this year’s
contest was a qualifying event
for a national strongman com-
petition held in Louisville, Ky.
on Oct. 21.

Qualifiers for the national
event include:

■ Women: Amanda Wi l f e r
■ M e n ’s lightweight: Joe

P e t e r s o n
■ M e n ’s middleweight: Paul

B a y l e a t
■ M e n ’s heavyweight: Carl

F o e m m e l .

Asphalt From 1A

Four contestants qualified for national event in Kentucky

Animal From 1A

Approximately 50 animals were reunited with their owners

She felt that during the
neighborhood meeting two
weeks ago people were given
the opportunity to speak, but
once two or three minutes
were up, that was it. 

What Tapella hopes to see in
the coming month is “a true
dialogue,” between Regina and
its surrounding neighborhood.

Wilson said this week
Regina will be meeting with
BWBR Architects and Xcel
Energy officials to try and
come up with a compromise,
which could include moving
the power poles further into
their campus or running the
lines through their parking
l o t s .

Wilson plans to invite
Tapella and two other resi-
dents to sit down prior to the
Oct. 2 council meeting and dis-
cuss a compromise. 

Gene Fuchs, another vocal
resident, said he would be “cer-
tainly willing to sit down and
discuss some other avenues.”

Tapella said there are too
many unexplored options for
her to say definitively what
type of compromise will satisfy
h e r. Fuchs is not convinced
every possible option was con-

sidered when Regina was
planning the expansion.

H o w e v e r, Fuchs is hopeful,
but not optimistic, that a com-
promise can be reached.

“ L i f e ’s a compromise and
(Regina hasn’t) shown any
ability to do that,” Fuchs said.
He agrees with the stance
Council Member Tu r n e y
Hazlet took at the Sept. 5
meeting. Hazlet said it would
have been nice if there was
some dialogue between Regina
and the neighbors months ago,
before Regina was ready to
move forward with the expan-
s i o n .

Hicks said there was some-
what of an expectation that a
compromise would be reached
at the Sept. 5 council meeting.
He said the council not only
values the community’s con-
cerns, but also recognizes how
much of an asset Regina is to
the Hastings community as a
w h o l e .

Tapella said she too values
Regina as a member of the
community and wants to see
both parties happy in the end.
As does Hicks, who said the
council is looking for a “win-
win solution.”

Regina From 1A

Architects could create new plan

Sale will benefit several organizations

Several organizations,
including the Hastings Public
Schools Foundation, will bene-
fit from the recent vehicle sale
at Westview Center.

Hastings Chrysler conducted
the sale from Aug. 24 until
Sept. 5 at Westview Center
after moving its vehicles tem-
porarily from its permanent

location on Highway 55.
“ We have done sales before

at the Westview Center where
we moved all of our cars out
there,” said Doug Erickson of
Hastings Chrysler. 

H o w e v e r, this sale was dif-
f e r e n t .

For every car sold during the
sale, Hastings Chrysler donat-
ed $50 to the Hastings Public
Schools Foundation. When
combined with other fundrais-
ing efforts during the nearly
two-week sale, the Hastings
Public Schools Foundation will
receive a check for about
$5,000, according to Erickson.

Other fundraisers held dur-

ing the sale included car wash-
es and hot dogs sold from a
lunch trailer. As a result of that
part of the event, several
organizations will receive a
total of between $1,000 and
$1,500. Among those organiza-
tions are Boy Scout troops,
Pine Harbor Christian
A c a d e m y, as well as Hastings
High School’s cheerleaders,
swim team and choir program.

“ We kind of had everything
connected,” Erickson said. “It
worked very well.”

Erickson praised the
Hastings City Council (which
granted a special permit) and
the businesses at We s t v i e w

Center for their cooperation
during the sale.

“ We certainly feel thankful
for the opportunity to be up
there,” he said. “Over the years
Hastings has been good to us.
We’ve really worked to keep a
good relationship with the city.
We feel good about what hap-
p e n e d . ”

Erickson said the event was
such as success that he will try
to conduct another sale at the
site next summer.

“What we are trying to do is
show that doing business local-
ly has more benefits than going
out of town to get something,”
he said.

Education foundation
will get about $5,000
as part of donations

By Chad Hjellming
Star Gazette managing editor

A plan for the Dakota
County Law Enforcement
Center which allows officials to
evaluate the existing building
and anticipate the future has
received a national achieve-
ment award.

The Dakota Law
Enforcement Center Master
Plan was one of four county
programs to receive 2006
achievement awards from the
National Association of
Counties (NACo). 

Other programs recognized
were the Framework for
Waivered Services, the Dakota
County Traffic Safety Project
and the 3D Animated Fly
Through for Contaminated

Sites Investigation. 
On Sept. 5, the Dakota

County Board accepted the
award for the Law
Enforcement Center Master
Plan. The other awards will be
presented at future County
Board meetings.

“This plan allows the county
to plan ahead and anticipate
the needs,” said Ken
Harrington, Dakota County’s
director of capital planning and
project management.

County staff worked with
architects and consultants to
evaluate the existing Law
Enforcement Center, needs for
jail cells, and developed a mas-
ter plan to meet those needs. 

The group worked on several
capital construction options
linking projected inmate popu-
lations, operating costs and
innovative designs with an
emphasis on anticipating long-
term operating costs for each
d e s i g n .

Instead of the typical

approach of building a large
new cell block that would antic-
ipate future needs and open
without being filled, Dakota
C o u n t y ’s plan was to upgrade
the core facility to serve the jail
well into the future, but build
additional cells in pods only as
needed. 

The jail project currently
under way will increase the
intake area, the kitchen, laun-
dry and medical areas, and
provide a secure garage area
for arriving law enforcement
officers. About 20 new jail beds
will be added. 

The addition has been
designed so cell pods can be
phased in quickly as needed,
avoiding unnecessary operat-
ing costs.

The Framework for
Waivered Services is a program
to provide community-based
support services for the elderly
and disabled people and is
aimed at keeping them out of
institutional care by building,

strengthening, and maintain-
ing networks of support for
i n d i v i d u a l s .

The Dakota County Tr a f f i c
Safety Project uses the interac-
tive mapping of traffic crash
statistics to target high-risk
locations and times to improve
traffic safety on roads through-
out Dakota County. Police
chiefs within the county, with
the help of the county attorney,
developed a mutual aid agree-
ment for traffic enforcement at
various intersections twice per
m o n t h .

The 3D Animated Fly
Through for Contaminated
Sites Investigation developed
an animated view of Gopher
Ordnance works, located on
what is now Umore Park. The
c o u n t y ’s effort identified areas
of concern, saved federal field
investigators time, helped pri-
oritize needs, and provided
much-needed information
about the site.

Dakota County plans earn national award
Plan was to upgrade
core of facility to allow
for future growth

By Jane Lightbourn
Star Gazette staff writer

Hastings Police
Chief Mike
M c M e n o m y
accepts the
“Unsung Hero
Aw a rd” fro m
Channel 14 on
behalf of the
Hastings Police
D e p a rtment dur-
ing a re c e p t i o n
Monday at the
G reen Mill
R e s t a u r a n t .

H e roes 
h o n o re d

The powwow held at the Minnesota Ve t e r a n s ’
Home-Hastings this past weekend honored dis-
abled veterans. The cold weather didn’t hamper
the dancing of the young girls.
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Eagle Pointe pro j e c t
moves forw a r d

A 66-unit apartment build-
ing called Eagle Pointe moved
one step closer to construction
at its Glendale Heights loca-
tion. The Hastings Planning
Commission voted unanimous-
ly Monday night to approve
the site plan for the project.

The commission had voted
to table the project at its A u g .
28 meeting due to outstanding
concerns from Fire Marshal
Mike Schutt about the lack of
access to the north and west
sides of the building. Since
then Schutt, city officials and
representatives from Synergy
Development, the company
building the apartments, have
met and Synergy was given
two options.

The first was to add emer-

gency access routes to areas of
the building not accessible
from the street and parking
lot, and install a standard
sprinkler system. 

The second and more viable
option for Synergy is to equip
the building with a National
Fire Protection Agency (NFPA )
13 sprinkler system, which
would add sprinklers to the
attic as well as areas covered
by the standard system.
Equipping the building with a
N F PA 13 system would elimi-
nate the need for emergency
access routes.

Marshal Weems, a represen-
tative from Synergy
Development, said the apart-
ment building would begin
construction next spring,
pending site plan approval
from the Hastings City
C o u n c i l .

By Keith Gra u m a n
Star Gazette staff writer
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